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Aesthetics of Humour In the Novels of R. K. Narayan 

Chapter-1 

INTRODUCTION 

R.K. Narayan appeared on the literary firmament in 
the thirties of the last century. Amidst the troubled times he 
wielded his pen like a magic wand, creating an enchanting 
fictional world inhabited with human and animal beings of 
flesh-and-blood reality. In a writing career spanning seven 
decades, he enchanted and mesmerized millions of readers. 
with his deftly etched characters, his uniquely stylized 
language, gentle humour, and themes, at once Indian and 
universal. He consciously avoided being overtly political or 
ideological. He is noted for his gift of a wry, subtle humour, 
which he suitably uses to expose the foibles of men and 
women. As a consummate story teller and a meticulous 
observer of the ironies of human life, he vividly paints the 
different shades of life. To Malgudi, the town of his rich 
imagination, he gave "a name and local inhabitation." He has 
created in a little over sixty years of creative writing a veritable 
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